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Letter of Father Sébastien Louis Meurin to Mon-
seigneur Briand, Bishop of Quebec.

ONSEIGNEUR,
M On the 26th of last august, 1767, I received

your first letters, by which you did me the
honor of appointing me your vicar-general in This
part of your diocese. At the same time, I received
your mandates regarding the jubilee and the preface
of the holy trinity, etc.

On the 29th of january, 1768, I received your
second letters, confirming the first. I would almost
wish that my self-esteem might prevent me from
telling you, Monseigneur, that I am as unworthy as
any one can be of the honor which you confer on
me; and more than ever incapable of such an office,
of which I know but the name. I have never been
acquainted with any jurisprudence, either notarial,
pontifical, or any other. I have been too long left to
myself, and I barely know the duties of a simple
priest. It is no longer possible for me to learn
anything else.

My letters of last spring must have omitted to
inform you of my age, and of my weakness of body
and mind. I retain only a small portion of weak
judgment, have no memory, and possess still less
firmness. I Need a guide both for the soul and for
the body; for my eyes, my ears, and my legs are
likewise very feeble. I am no longer good for
anything but to be laid in the ground. I trust,



